










Minutes of the Pidley-cum-Fenton Parish Council Meeting

 Wednesday 8th June 2016 at 7.30pm in The Village Hall, Pidley
Present: Chairman: Mr David Hopkins, Mr David Bird, Ms Emma Armstrong, Mr Robert Johnson, Mrs Charlie Lowe, Mrs Christine Paynter, Mrs Tracey Davidson (Clerk),

Also present: 11 x members of the public 
	
	Mr Brian Robins attended the meeting to give a summary of the work carried out by speedwatch on behalf of Cambs Constabulary.  There are over 300 groups involved in the speedwatch scheme which has now been operational for 11 years, which has over 2000 volunteers.  The scheme doesn’t set out to fine motorists but to warn them about their speeding habits and to encourage them to slow down.  He confirmed that the police do not have the manpower to carry out routine speed watch activities but they use the data gathered from these efforts to target known offenders and known speeding zones within the district.  All motorists who are caught speeding are written to by the speedwatch coordinator and if the same motorist gets a 3rd letter this is hand delivered by a police officer.  People caught speeding who do not live in the district are also targeted by local speedwatch teams in their area.  The scheme is very cost effective as it is run by volunteers.  It is simple to set up and once training has been delivered the volunteers are then ready to start.  
The speedwatch team only use passive reading devices to record the speed and not hand held radar.  All volunteers wear hi-viz jackets and are all standing visible to motorists.  All speedwatch activity must take place during daylight hours.  All volunteers remain anonymous to the motorist and do not have to give out their personal details in order to become a volunteer.
Questions raised

How does it work with commercial vehicles?  In exactly the same way.  The letters will get sent out and the 3rd one will get a visit from a police officer.

Does the equipment record the information?  No a manual record is logged by the volunteers.

What times are the best to carry out the speedwatch?  You know your village better than anyone, you can decide what times you carry out your speedwatch so long as it is within daylight hours. 

Is there a limit to the number of warning letters sent out by each speedwatch session?  There is no limit to the number of letters are sent.

How different is it from the original speedwatch?  Speedwatch has not changed, this is the same as always the letters go out on behalf of the police. 

Is there an area coordinator who would look after the equipment?  You don’t have a village coordinator yet but once they are in place this person can help with organising the equipment, letters, training, etc
What access would Pidley have to use the equipment?  Due to the number of the people who are members of speedwatch there is limited equipment available.  However, if you were to join we wouldn’t advise you to buy your own equipment initially and we would allocate equipment to you for a 30 day period initially.  Within the scheme there are 53 old style and 7 new style kits and 11 owned by other villages available.  All the equipment is self calibrating and if it doesn’t work it won’t capture the speed.  
What happens if the equipment is damaged as a result of the volunteers using it?  This would be covered by Speedwatch insurance. 

What would the cost be if the village were to buy their own equipment?  £2,400 + VAT for the latest equipment. 
What happens if you have a stream of cars speeding?  You do your best to capture all the details.
What information is needed to be logged?  Registration number, colour of vehicle, make and model if possible, type of vehicle; car, van, etc. 

Who transfers the info from the hand written log and sends the letters out?  The coordinator does this within 24 hours of the speedwatch taking place.  All letters are sent out by the police.
Who provides the boxes erected in the village to monitor speeding?  These are provided by CCC Highways.  

The Meeting started at 8.07pm
	

	1 
	Apologies for absence, interests declared – Cllr Steve Criswell sent apologies.  Mr David Hopkins declared an interest in item 13 as has land either side of the site.
	

	2 
	Minutes & matters arising – the minutes from the meeting held on 11th May 2016 were approved and signed by the Chairman.  (Proposed Mr David Hopkins, Seconded Mrs Charlie Lowe.  All agreed.) 

Item 15 Anglian water are to be invited to attend the next meeting, due to the change of clerk this will be added to the July meeting.   Item 11 stated 3 new dog poo bins were to be purchased at £100 each, why is the invoice £456.08.  The chairman explained an email had been shared confirming the additional expense was due to the posts to fix the bins.  
	

	3 
	Public Forum - When does HDC stop emptying the litter bins?  The PC confirmed this has already started and those volunteers who offered to empty the bins should be doing so.  Mr David Hopkins advised that HDC are producing a booklet listing do’s and don’ts which may make it clearer of what can be binned.  

When will the verges and paths be cut?  This is done by CCC, the clerk is to try and find out a schedule of cuts for the next meeting.  Suggestions as to the parish taking ownership of cutting footpaths was made and the clerk is to investigate costs further.  

Mr Tim Ward asked if he could strim the land opposite his property without obtaining permission from the Highways.  It was agreed that he couldn’t block the highway and the clerk is to find out when these areas are being cut.  

Tim also asked about the sign on the Warboys roundabout being changed to say Pidley-cum-Fenton as people often get lost going to Fenton.  The clerk is to obtain prices for this. 

Mr Gil Boyd suggested erecting a landmark in the centre of the village promoting Charlotte Edwards who has been an ambassador to the game of cricket for several years and has always remembered her roots.  The clerk is to add this onto the next agenda.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Gil Boyd



	4 
	Meetings and /or training attended between meetings – nothing to report.
	

	5 
	District/County Councillor – nothing to report as no County or District Councillor at the meeting.
	

	6 
	Working parties/Sub committees
· Community Plan Progress & Parish Map – to send a letter to CCC Highways to initiate scoping report to cost the design for the gateways and entrances to the village.  Colnebrook Plants will sponsor the plants if the boxes are secured.  Mr David Hopkins has a contact who can dig the holes for the boxes free of charge.
Mr Phil Elington has painted the post boxes in the village.  The village litter pick will take place on Saturday 11th June from 10 – 12pm.  All to meet at the pond.  The grass hasn’t been cut opposite the church.  Mr David Hopkins has donated paint for the bus shelter improvements.

· Playground Committee – nothing to add apart from all the recommendations following the ROSPA inspection have been carried out.
	Moira

	7 
	Dog Waste bins – it was agreed these will be sited in the following locations:

· One by caravan park Fen Road.  The clerk is to ask them to empty it.  

· One along the footpath on the North side from Mad Cat to Fen Road by the Oak tree.  

· One opposite the Mad Cat.  

Mr David Bird to install dig in and cement.
	David Bird

	8 
	Parish Defibrillator – Emma Armstrong advised she hasn’t sent any letters however she did confirm that there are not any free defibrillators available.  Mr David Hopkins advised Magpas might have some funding in the future and is to find out more.  The clerk is to provide the training when the defibrillator is in situ. 
	Emma Armstrong

	9 
	Anglian Water – Mr Brian Paynter read a verbal report from Maria Talbot Customer Liaison Officer, who advised that most faults are residents putting waste down sewer.  Anglian Water are producing a leaflet on what can/can’t be put down.  She advised that each manhole cover is connected in series so when one fails it has a knock on effect on the others.  They are only aware of the problem when someone reports a fault.  They advised they are willing to do a mailshot to all residents advising of this and also willing to send employee to next pc meeting to talk about how the system works.  She confirmed that it was highly unlikely that Anglian Water will replace the system.  The clerk is to invite this lady to the next meeting and have an open session from 7.30pm.  This is to be advertised to encourage as many residents to attend as possible.  

Mr Gil Boyd has asked, under the Freedom of Information Act, for a report as to how many times they come out to faulty drains.  
	Brian Paynter
Clerk

	10 
	Cheque Mandate & resolution – All councillors signed the cheque mandate and all happy to take ID and forms into Lloyds Bank.  The clerk has changed the correspondence address for Lloyds to her address, this was also signed.   It was agreed to remove the following councillors from the account as signatories: Mr Michael Newman, Mr Dan Brown, Mr Paul Wilderspin. (Proposed Mr David Hopkins, seconded Mr Robert Johnson.  All agreed.)
	

	11 
	Cheques:
CAS Business Services £74.41

Glasdon £456.08

These were signed by Mr David Hopkins and Mr Robert Johnson.  

(Proposed Mr David Hopkins, seconded Mr Robert Johnson.  All agreed.)
	

	12 
	Councillor’s paperwork:
Declaration of NO CHANGES to disclosable pecuniary interests was signed by Mr David Hopkins, Mr David Bird, Mr Robert Johnson, Ms Emma Armstrong.
Acceptance of Office as Councillor – David Hopkins signed.
	

	13 
	Planning Application:
16/00448/S73 – Removal of condition 2 on application reference number: 08/01264/FUL – RETROSPECTIVE Richmond Lodge, Fen Road, Pidley – the application was discussed at great length and it was agreed to APPROVE the application as it was a garage previously and under previous planning regulations a change of use would have been passed.  The PC didn’t feel the dwelling is in the open countryside anymore as other dwellings surround it.  (Proposed Mr David Bird, Seconded Mr Robert Johnson.  3 in favour with Mr David Hopkins abstaining as declared an interest.)
	

	14 
	Newsletter supplement – Mrs Christine Paynter commented that the existing group who produce the newsletter do a good job, however she feels it could be revamped.  From the consultation on the community plan 6 people advised they would like a supplement to the newsletter.  Mr David Bird advised the newsletter is nothing to do with the parish council as it is a community newsletter.  Mrs Christine Paynter suggested a parish magazine including profiles on people in the village, adverts to subsidise the printing and also to raise money for projects within the community.  It was agreed that Christine is to talk to Sandra who produces the existing newsletter and also to get the new website updated first.  A bespoke newsletter to all households could be produced encouraging visiting the website and then those people who don’t have access could be sent a hard copy of the web content as and when it changes.  Annie confirmed she hopes to get the website up and running over the summer.  If anyone has any photos of the village old and new and any new information on clubs and activities please send to Annie or to the clerk.   
	Annie

	15 
	Parish Councillor vacancy – there is one vacancy on the parish council.  It was agreed to leave it as a vacant place for now and revisit it over the next 3 months.  (Proposed Mr David Hopkins, seconded Mr David Bird.  All agreed.) 
	

	16 
	Highway matters:
· Roadwatch “v” Speedwatch – Mr David Hopkins suggested the only scheme to use, which is supported by the police, is speedwatch.  If we can get a group of volunteers together and get the training and make a start.  In order to join the scheme we need a minimum of 12 volunteers.  The clerk is to add it onto the next agenda to encourage volunteers.  It was agreed for the clerk to write to Brian Robins to thank him for his attendance at the meeting.  
· Other – the clerk is to speak with CCC to see if they would provide the funding for the PC to cut the verges and footpaths.  CCC are responsible for cutting all of the verges and footpaths within the village.  
The clerk is to inform CCC Highways about the missing reflectors on the Warboys Road and Jubilee Corner.

The clerk is to ask for “cum-Fenton” to be added onto the existing Pidley sign at the roundabout in Warboys.

White lines on highway – Mr David Hopkins advised that CCC Highways will only put the minimum lines on the highway to save costs.  Cllr Steve Criswell advised that he is hopeful centre white lines will be painted on the entire length of Old Hurst Road.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	17 
	Agree future meeting dates 2016 – The clerk produced a list of dates for future meetings, see below which will be included on each set of minutes.
	

	18 
	Public forum – no further comments.
	

	19 
	To be discussed at the next meeting and Date of Meeting – Community Plan.  A thank you letter from Linda Crook was received.  The clerk asked if anyone wished to attend the Luminus Residents Conference on 23rd July.  

Ms Emma Armstrong sends her apologies for the next meeting on 13th July starting at 7.30pm with Anglian Water taking the first half hour of the meeting.  
	


Meeting closed 21.45pm
Next meeting: 13th July 2016 
Dates of Future Parish Council Meetings –2016
	August
	Agreed no meeting 

	September
	Wednesday 14th September

	October
	Wednesday 12th October

	November
	Wednesday 9th November

	December
	Wednesday 14th December
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